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Wealth Creation (Routledge Textbooks in Environmental and Agricultural Economics): 

This book investigates the role of wealth in achieving sustainable rural economic development. The authors define 
wealth as all assets net of liabilities that can contribute to well-being, and they provide examples of many forms of 
capital ndash; physical, financial, human, natural, social, and others. They propose a conceptual framework for rural 
wealth creation that considers how multiple forms of wealth provide opportunities for rural development, and how 
development strategies affect the dynamics of wealth. They also provide a new accounting framework for measuring 
wealth stocks and flows. These conceptual frameworks are employed in case study chapters on measuring rural wealth 
and on rural wealth creation strategies.Rural Wealth Creation makes numerous contributions to research on sustainable 
rural development. Important distinctions are drawn to help guide wealth measurement, such as the difference between 
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the wealth located within a region and the wealth owned by residents of a region, and privately owned versus publicly 
owned wealth. Case study chapters illustrate these distinctions and demonstrate how different forms of wealth can be 
measured. Several key hypotheses are proposed about the process of rural wealth creation, and these are investigated 
by case study chapters assessing common rural development strategies, such as promoting rural energy industries and 
amenity-based development. Based on these case studies, a typology of rural wealth creation strategies is proposed and 
an approach to mapping the potential of such strategies in different contexts is demonstrated. This book will be 
relevant to students, researchers, and policy makers looking at rural community development, sustainable economic 
development, and wealth measurement.

'This is not just a textbook hellip; it is a rural development resource that can be used in a multitude of ways, both in 
academic and non-academic circles.' Dr. Cheryl Burkhart-Kriesel, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, USAAbout the 
AuthorJohn L. Pender is an economist at the US Department of Agriculturersquo;s Economic Research Service. Bruce 
A. Weber is Professor of Applied Economics and Director of the Rural Studies Program at Oregon State University, 
USA. Thomas G. Johnson is Professor of Applied Economics and Public Affairs at the University of Missouri, USA. 
J. Matthew Fannin is Associate Professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness at Louisiana 
State University, USA. 


