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From OUP Oxford : Reconceptualizing Development in the Global | nformation Age before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Reconceptualizing Development in the Global
Information Age:

The conditions in which 'devel opment'mdash;the process by which people, individually and collectively, enhance their
capacities to improve their lives according to their values and interestsmdash;operates have significantly changed in
the global information age, a period characterized by the technological revolution in information and communication,
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the rise of the networking form of social organization, and the global interdependence of economies and societies. This
volumeaims to redefine the means and goal's of development in this new context: first, by characterizing the specific
mode of development, informational development, that the authors consider to be the driver of the creation of material
wealth in the twenty-first century; secondly, by reconceptualizinghuman development as the fulfilment of human
wellbeing in the multidimensionality of the human experience, ultimately affirming dignity as the supreme value of
development; thirdly, by examining the relationship between informational development and human
development.After first setting out its analytical framework, the book brings together a diverse set of empirically-rich
case studiesto illustrate this investigation from across the globemdash;Silicon Valley, Costa Rica, Chile, South Africa,
Finland, the European Union, and Chinamdash;and concludes by attempting to reconceptualize development. It raises
important questions and provides observations, including examining the concept of 'dignity as development’, to
contribute to a policy debate that should providespecific answers linked to the conditions of each society, and be
enacted by democratic institutions in a concerted global effort to save humankind while there is still time.

Castells and Himanen reject the classical definition of development as the growth of available resources. They
participate in Amartya Sens Intellectual Coup: not resources but access to resources define development, which is
synonymous with Human Dignity, and the conditions of development are as much cultural and social as technological.
This book will definitely make Dignity the most creative and respected word in the X XIst centurys vocabulary, as
Solidarity was in the nineteenth and Reason in the seventeenth. * Alain Touraine, Professor of Sociology Emeritus,
Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris* This book stands out as one of the most provocative insights
into the impact of the Global Information Age on all dimensions of the human experience. Thisbook isalandmark in
the area of human sciences. * Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Professor Emeritus of Political Science, University of Sao
Paulo and Former President of Brazil * About the AuthorManuel Castells, University Professor and the Wallis
Annenberg Chair in Communication Technology and Society, University of Southern California, Los Angeles,Pekka
Himanen, Professor, Aalto University, HelsinkiManuel Castellsis University Professor and the Wallis Annenberg
Chair in Communication Technology and Society at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles. Heisalso
Professor Emeritus of Sociology and of City and Regional Planning, University of California, Berkeley, aswell as
Director of Research in the Department of Sociology, and Fellow of St. John's College, University of Cambridge. He
has been Professor and Director of the Internet Interdisciplinary Institute, Open University of Catalonia, Barcelona. He
has published 26 books, including the trilogy The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture (Blackwell 1996-
2003) and Communication Power (Oxford University Press 2009). He received the 2011 Erasmus Medal from
Academia Europaea, the 2012 Holberg Memorial Prize from the Parliament of Norway, and the 2013 Balzan Prize
from the Balzan Foundation.Pekka Himanen is Professor at Aalto University in Helsinki and a Visiting Scholar at UC
Berkeley. His books include The Hacker Ethic and the Spirit of the Information Age (2001) and The Information
Society and the Welfare State (co-authored with Manuel Castells, OUP 2002). Himanen's work has been recognized
with several awards, such as the World Economic Forum's respected Global Leader for Tomorrow Award in 2003 and
his appointment by the WEF as a 'Y oung Global Leader in 2005. Himanen has advised leading global organizations
and corporations from the United Nations to Silicon Valley companies, and is also a co-founder of the Global Dignity
initiative.



