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David Wood : Programming Internet Email: Mastering Internet Messaging Systems  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Programming Internet Email: Mastering 
Internet Messaging Systems: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. UtilitarianBy David MyersAs a programmer at Chrysler, we broke 
ground with email. This book provided examples and syntax and options. It was very useful.1 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. Good book for beginners...By DavidBought this book to learn more about how email works 
so I could fight all the spam I am receiving. I did learn a lot about headers and how email works in general, but it 
didn't answer all my questions. Still, if you're looking for a general overview on email, this is a good book for the 
money.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Really just overview of protocols. No real programming.By 
A CustomerThis is a basic book that really should not have the word "Programming" in the title. It does have some 
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PERL and JAVA programs but these are not for real-world use.It does however have some good information on 
different protocols such as IMAP, POP3, ESMTP, MIME and ACP. The book describes the protocols with flow 
diagrams and examples. This is useful to understand what is happening with a protocol. You could get the same 
information from the RFCs but the book is clearer of course.No actual mail programs are discussed or mentioned. No 
information is given on HOW to actually use or even program Internet Email in the real world.The book does have a 
list of RFCs, and MIME types. Also is included is a list of URLs but this list is woefully incomplete.This isn't 
necessary a bad book. It has some very good points but it really has nothing to do with "Programming" Internet Email. 
What "programming" is has is of limited use.This book would not prepare you to actually run, administer, 
troubleshoot, or program any email system.The book is a good book to gain an understanding of Internet Email and an 
understanding of the protocols in use. A good book to gain an understanding of the theory and operation of Internet 
Email protocols.An OK book to have but the title is misleading.

The Internet's "killer app" is not the World Wide Web or Push technologies: it is humble electronic mail. More people 
use email than any other Internet application. As the number of email users swells, and as email takes on an ever 
greater role in personal and business communication, Internet mail protocols have become not just an enabling 
technology for messaging, but a programming interface on top of which core applications are built.Programming 
Internet Email unmasks the Internet Mail System and shows how a loose federation of connected networks have 
combined to form the world's largest and most heavily trafficked message system.Programming Internet Email tames 
the Internet's most popular messaging service. For programmers building applications on top of email capabilities, and 
power users trying to get under the hood of their own email systems, Programming Internet Email stands out as an 
essential guide and reference book. In typical O'Reilly fashion,Programming Internet Email covers the topic with 
nineteen tightly written chapters and five useful appendixes.Following a thorough introduction to the Internet Mail 
System, the book is divided into five parts:Part I covers email formats, from basic text messages to the guts of MIME. 
Secure email message formats (OpenPGP and S/MIME), mailbox formats and other commonly used formats are 
detailed in this reference section.Part II describes Internet email protocols: SMTP and ESMTP, POP3 and IMAP4. 
Each protocol is covered in detail to expose the Internet Mail System's inner workings.Part III provides a solid API 
reference for programmers working in Perl and Java. Class references are given for commonly used Perl modules that 
relate to email and the Java Mail API.Part IV provides clear and concise examples of how to incorporate email 
capabilities into your applications. Examples are given in both Perl and Java.Part V covers the future of email on the 
Internet. Means and methods for controlling spam email and newly proposed Internet mail protocols are 
discussed.Appendixes to Programming Internet Email provide a host of explanatory information and useful references 
for the programmer and avid user alike, including a comprehensive list of Internet RFCs relating to email, MIME 
types and a list of email related URLs.Programming Internet Email will answer all of your questions about mail and 
extend your abilities into this most popular messaging frontier.


