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wasn't sure but I always thought that modern wars have an alternative motive. This book and the snl scandal 
connection to the iran contra thing proves it. Every nato service man and woman needs to read this book.

Almost everyone assumes that by enforcing trade sanctions and arms embargoes, modern democracies make tin-pot 
dictators and rogue states mend their ways - that the application of economic pressure is easily the most effective way 
to curb aggression and encourage respect for human rights. R.T. Naylor demonstrates that economic warfare fails 
almost everywhere it is attempted, and that even when it succeeds, it has consequences that are not only unintended, 
but also frequently the precise opposite of their advertised result. For instance, embargoes drove Cuba into the 
awkward embrace of the Soviet Union. Everywhere that economic pressures have been used to either replace or 
augment military actions, the result has been confusion leading to criminality. From east to west, from before WWI to 
the recent confrontations with Pakistan, Bosnia, and Iraq, the legacy of economic warfare has been money laundering, 
gun-running, drug smuggling, and evasion of the rule of law.Naylor's approach is at once epic and anecdotal. His 
survey is populated by a bizarre underworld of warriors and smugglers, gangsters and spies, whose singular careers 
would be comic if they weren't absolutely real.

"Combines scholarship with immediacy and gripping good stories." Vancouver Sun "Lively, informative, and thought-
provoking." Globe and MailAbout the AuthorHistorian, criminologist, and political economist, R.T. Naylor is 
professor of economics at McGill University where his main fields of research are black markets, smuggling, and 
international financial crime. He is the author of many books including Hot M 


