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Michael O'Neill : Nonprofit Nation: A New Look at the Third America  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nonprofit Nation: A New Look at the Third America: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great introductory resourceBy BabyMamaThis is a great 
introductory resource to the nonprofit sector, and specifically, the subsectors within the field. For the reviewer that 
gave 1 star, due to what he describes as out of date statistics, you probably didn't read the book. That is because most 
of the statistics are used to show consistent trends in the sectors--it's the type of publication that could probably be 
updated every 10 years, but the stats are accurate and easy to read and use. I think this text would ring true to nonprofit 
professionals, and give some insight to folks considering a career in the field. It provides good historical and 
contemporary info on the fields, it's a straightforward and easy read, and it's a must for professionals in the nonprofit 
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field. I think it would also be helpful to board members--especially new board members.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Book has a different coverBy sara1227Could have described that it is not the book in the 
picture. I paid for the book in the picture, and received a book with a weird blue cover instead.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. A good representation of the nonprofit sectorBy CustomerHad to read this book for a 
graduate class. It was a decent enough read but I wish there was a more relevant updated version available as most of 
the data and examples are about 15 years old. I would agree with another reviewer and think that it would be great to 
use this book to look at trends in the nonprofit sector as we entered the new millennium. It also has a good list of 
references at the end to refer to for further research. Overall, I think this book does a fairly good job providing a 
representation of the nonprofit sector then and now and I expect I will be referring back to it for concepts and ideas in 
the future.

In Nonprofit Nation, the new edition of his classic work, O'Neill takes a fresh look at the nonprofit sector and the 
power it has to use its growing visibility and strength. Like the first edition, this new book is an up-to-date, 
comprehensive guide to understanding the nonprofit sector. Identifying and examining the major nonprofit subsectors-
health care, arts, social service, and religious organizations, for example-and detailing their particular concerns and 
impact enable O'Neill to explore their influence on business, government and society. The new edition also features: 
Expanded sections on scope and impact Updated and enlarged statistical information New insights on the development 
of the nonprofit sector A new section on theories of the nonprofit sector 

"An invaluable compendium: accurate, detailed, and up-to-date facts embedded in an incisive commentary on the 
history, impact, and prospects of the nonprofit sector. The marriage of information and understanding at its very 
best." --Paul G. Schervish, director, Social Welfare Research Institute and professor, Department of Sociology, Boston 
College "Written by an outstanding scholar and leader in the nonprofit research field and rich with information, this 
masterful overview of the voluntary, nonprofit sector in America successfully balances accuracy of presentation, 
comprehensiveness, and careful judgements with a high degree of readability. This is one book that everyone 
concerned with American nonprofits and philanthropy should read to understand the nonprofit sector as a whole." --
David Horton Smith, founder, Association for Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action "The most 
comprehensive guidebook to America's magnificent but still largely uncharted third, nonprofit, voluntary, independent 
sector, written by the person most qualified to guide us." --Brian O'Connell, founding president, INDEPENDENT 
SECTOR "Michael O'Neill has written a Baedeker for the nonprofit world. No traveler should leave home without 
having read it." --Leslie Lenkowsky, professor, Center on Philanthropy, Indiana UniversityFrom the Back CoverWith 
the introduction of the first edition of his landmark book The Third America, Michael O'Neill created a much-needed 
resource for analyzing and understanding the "invisible sector"-the thousands of nonprofit organizations that have a 
significant impact on society but have less than significant visibility. The nonprofit sector is no longer invisible. It is a 
high-profile, high-impact community that affects the lives of people throughout the country and the world. 
Understanding the nonprofit sector is essential--both to the professionals and volunteers within the sector and to 
concerned citizens and community leaders who work with the nonprofits that influence our society. In Nonprofit 
Nation, the new edition of his classic work, O'Neill takes a fresh look at the nonprofit sector and the power it has to 
use its growing visibility and strength. Like the first edition, this new book is an up-to-date, comprehensive guide to 
understanding the nonprofit sector. Identifying and examining the major nonprofit subsectors-health care, arts, social 
service, and religious organizations, for example-and detailing their particular concerns and impact enable O'Neill to 
explore their influence on business, government and society. The new edition also features: Expanded sections on 
scope and impact Updated and enlarged statistical information New insights on the development of the nonprofit 
sector A new section on theories of the nonprofit sector In addition, O'Neill addresses the direction, growth, and role 
of the nonprofit sector for the next twenty-five years, and his insights are sure to prove helpful to nonprofits wanting to 
sustain and increase their impact on society.About the AuthorMichael O'Neill is professor of nonprofit management in 
the College of Professional Studies at the University of San Francisco. He is the founder and former director of the 
Institute for Nonprofit Organization Management at the University of San Francisco. O'Neill is the author or coauthor 
of numerous books, including The Third America and Women and Power in the Nonprofit Sector, both from Jossey-
Bass. 


