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Mark Walhimer : Museums 101  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Museums 101: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Best Guide for MuseumsBy Thomas D. MackieAfter over 30 
years in museums and often teaching on museums we finally have a readable yet complete text for students. Mark 
Walhimer covers all the essential themes for beginners in museum studies within a series of short and very readable 
chapters. Added materials and handouts are included for student use which helps students get connected to the 
profession. I appreciated the emphasis on mission and ethics expected from practitioners. I will use it for my next 
museum class. The content is very current yet the mission of our profession is clearly defended to a new 
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practitioners.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. So-oo glad I bought it!By CustomerI really love this 
book, and appreciate the depth of knowledge that the author Mark Walhimer put into it. Mr. Walhimer clearly is a 
devotee of the world of museums, putting in lots of website addresses and names of institutions with locations. The 
book is laid out very well by chapter and subject headings. It carefully covers important details. As I read the book, I 
felt as though the author was sitting nearby speaking to me because it's written in layman's easy-going terminology. 
For me, this book is one that needs to be read straight through, then gone over once or twice to allow for follow-up to 
all the suggestions and advice. Museums 101 is a textbook suitable for educating oneself and it's an upbeat manual, not 
boring at all. I actually couldn't put it down until I went through it cover to cover, and I'm now on the 3rd reading so as 
to utilize the links and look up websites listed inside.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy 
J. E. HallWell done, now - how to get the people who really need to read this ... to read it?!?!? The "Web portal" that 
the author hosts as a companion to this book is a fantastic interactive and constantly updated/changing, very 
progressive!

Looking for an A-Z, one-stop, comprehensive book on museums? Wish you were able to have one of the worldrsquo;s 
leading museum consultants spend a couple of days with you, talking you through how to start a museum, how 
museums work, how to set up an exhibit, and more? If so, Museums 101 is the answer to your wishes.In one short 
volume, Mark Walhimer covers:bull; Essential Background, such as what is a museum, a quick history of museums, 
and 10 steps to starting a museumbull; Operational Basics, such as branding, marketing, strategic planning, 
governance, accessibility, and day-to-day operationsbull; What goes on behind the scenes in a museum, ranging from 
finances to fundraising to art handling, exhibit management, and researchbull; The Visitor Experience, planning a 
museum, designing exhibits for visitors, programming, and exhibit evaluation.Features that even the most experienced 
museum professionals will find useful include a community outreach checklist, a fundraising checklist, a questionnaire 
for people considering starting a new museum, and an exhaustive, well-organized list of online resources for museum 
operations. The bookrsquo;s contents were overseen by a six-member international advisory board. Valuable 
appendixes yoursquo;ll use every day include a museum toolbox full of useful forms, checklists, and worksheets, and a 
glossary of essential museum-related terms. In addition to the printed book, Museums 101 also features a companion 
website exclusively for readers of the book. The websitemdash; museums101.commdash;features:bull; links to 
essential online resources in the museum world,bull; downloadable sample documents,bull; a glossary,bull; a 
bibliography of sources for further reading, andbull; photographs of more than 75 museums of all types. Museums 101 
Advisory Boardbull; Jim DeMersman, Executive Director, Museum on Main, Pleasanton, California,United States of 
Americabull; David L. Godfrey, C.P.A., Allison Godfrey, Certified Public Accountants,Norwalk, Connecticut, United 
States of Americabull; Van A. Romans, President, Fort Worth Museum of Science and History,Fort Worth, Texas, and 
Board of Trustees, American Alliance of Museums,United States of Americabull; Sergey Solovyev, Ph.D., 
Department of Greek Roman Antiquities, TheState Hermitage Museum, Russiabull; Alison Spence, Exhibitions and 
Loans Registrar, National Museum of Australia,Canberra ACT, Australiabull; Audrey Vermette, Director of Programs 
and Public Affairs, Canadian MuseumsAssociation, Ontario, Canada

Walhimer, founder of Museum Planning LLC and host of the blog Museum Planner, has assembled a fine how-to 
guide for creating and organizing all varieties of museums. The author guides readers through the process, covering 
the initial vision, formation of a board of directors, the museum feasibility study, the building's design and layout, and 
successful exhibition planning. The work includes sections on fundraising, marketing, and programming but keeps its 
focus on the essentials: the museum's mission, its responsibility to visitors, and the ethics of proper stewardship of 
collections. Walhimer frequently illustrates the point he is making with one or two tangible examples of successfully 
applied techniques, as well as offering cautionary tales. The book's five sections are particularly logical and well 
organized. The lsquo;Museum Toolboxrsquo; section provides a comprehensive collection of seminal resources, 
sample documents, and useful templates. Each chapter includes a list of references, mostly of resources available 
online. An accompanying website with updated information and a blog is also available to readers wanting more. 
Rather than a reference work per se, this book is more suitable for circulating collections, and it will appeal for 
museum-studies students and anyone considering a career in the field. Summing Up: Recommended. Undergraduates; 
general readers; professionals/practitioners. (CHOICE)The great value of Museums 101 is that it outlines the basics of 
exhibition development, collections care, evaluation, and more, in a way that acknowledges that museum work 
requires specialized expertise. Donrsquo;t try to re-invent the museum, it tells the collector deciding to build a 
museum from scratch, or the businessman suddenly appointed to the board. There are things you need to know. 
Museums have figured out a lot. Read this book to get up to speed. (Curator: The Museum Journal)As its title implies, 
this is an introduction to the world of museums, with 24 chapters divided into four sections: Museum Background, 
Creating an Integrated Museum, Exhibitions, and Behind the Scenes. Also included is a lsquo;Museum Toolkitrsquo; 
which provides sample documents of use to museum personnel. The author outlines his hoped-for readership: 
lsquo;museum founders, new museum staff and volunteers, those wishing to work in museums, new board members, 



students, and those wishing to contract services with a museum.rsquo; From finances and marketing, to creating an 
online presence and project management, this volume presents the key elements of museum operation. An additional 
feature of this volume is access to a companion website with additional resources on the subject. Libraries serving any 
of the readers listed by the author, or readers simply interested in how museums lsquo;work,rsquo; will want to have 
this volume. Its clear language and excellent organization will make it accessible to all levels of their patrons. 
(American Reference Books Annual)Museums 101 is a straight forward lsquo;how-torsquo; book for people new to 
the field of museums and for those interested in entering professions in the museum field. A perfect book to hand to a 
new volunteer, new staff or board member and say lsquo;here are the basics. (Van A. Romans, president, Fort Worth 
Museum of Science and History, and member of the Board of Trustees, American Alliance of Museums)Museums 101 
is very interesting and useful for those managing museums or interested in organizing one. (Sergey Solovyev, 
Department of Greek and Roman Antiquities, The State Hermitage Museum, Russia)Museums 101 is an amazing and 
comprehensive resource, full of great insights of how museums work. (Alison Spence, Exhibitions and Loans 
Registrar, National Museum of Australia)Looking for an A-Z, one-stop, comprehensive book on museums? Wish you 
were able to have one of the worldrsquo;s leading museum consultants spend a couple of days with you, talking you 
through how to start a museum, how museums work, how to set up an exhibit, and more? If so, Museums 101 is the 
answer to your wishes.In one short volume, Mark Walhimer covers:Introduction: The Museum Culture What is a 
Museum? A Quick History of Museums10 Steps to Starting a MuseumMuseum Branding Museum MarketingMuseum 
Strategic Planning Museum Governance Museum Feasibility StudiesMuseum FinancesMuseum 
FundraisingCollectionsArt Handling The "Green Museum"Exhibition Project ManagementExhibition Development / 
CurationMuseum Research (Art, Science History) Museum Programming (Education)Museum Master Planning - 
(Facility Planning)Exhibition Design Fabrication Programming Exhibition EvaluationWhat is the Future of Museums 
?Features that even the most experienced museum professionals will find useful include a community outreach 
checklist, a fundraising checklist, a questionnaire for people considering starting a new museum, and an exhaustive, 
well-organized list of online resources for museum operations.Valuable appendices yoursquo;ll use every day include 
a museum toolbox full of useful forms, checklists, and worksheets, and a glossary of essential museum-related terms. 
All this is supplemented by an awesome, regularly updated website geared to the bookrsquo;s layout.About the 
AuthorMark Walhimerrsquo;s company, Museum Planning, LLC, specializes in the planning, design, and 
management of interactive educational experiences. Walhimer started his firm in 1999 to assist startup and expanding 
museums with exhibition design, art handling, project management, fabrication, and installation. He has completed 
more than 40 projects worldwide for an international clientele that includes science centers, art museums, history 
museums, libraries, and corporations. Projects include ldquo;Alcatraz: Life on the Rock,rdquo; a traveling exhibition 
that opened on Ellis Island in October 2011 and the Trans Studio Science Center opened summer 2012 in Bandung, 
Indonesia. Prior to starting his company, Walhimer held positions at Discovery Science Center in Santa Ana, 
California; the Children's Museum ofIndianapolis; and Liberty Science Center. Walhimer has a bachelorrsquo;s degree 
in studio art from Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York, and a masterrsquo;s degree in industrial design 
and exhibition design from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York. 


