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25 of 29 people found the following review helpful. Nothing Innovative About this BookBy J. GroenFor a book about 
Innovation, there is nothing Innovative about this book. The stories about Singapore, Finland and Ireland are well 
known and can be found in Business Week or Wall Street Journal. Yes, and well read readers will know that we are 
losing our innovation edge to China and India. No new information there. And, his answers are not new - use the 
internet, improve our education systems, entice outside talent, better offices, etc. In fact, I would even question his 
definition of innovation - jazz is innovative but classical music is not? He starts with the assertion that innovation is 
not just about technology and science and then labors onto technology and science. Further, at the end of this book, he 
used the "I" word so many times to emphasize his opinion, that I lost count of it. I can go on about this book, but let 
me leave it with this - this is the worst book on innovation that I have read. A lot of borrowing from others, a lot hype 
on what he will provide for solutions and then NO delivery. Don't waste your time on this book.1 of 4 people found 
the following review helpful. Nothing new about this bookBy RainierA lot of information in this book has been 
published in either Economist, Wall Street Journal or Financial Times. Further, John Kao is not a good writer. A 
simple thing such as innovative space can be written exhaustively with many boring examples he gathered from other 
materials. Also, his examples do not include innovative space in company like Google or Apple. What a 
disappointment. I almost fell asleep half way through the book and could not continue reading it anymore. Fortunately, 
this book only cost me USD10. I found out this book from Fareed Zakaria's show. I am not sure why he would 
recommend such book. Maybe because the author appeared on his show and he felt obligated to recommend his 
book.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. great bookBy Berteau Joisilgreat book to read! Up to date info 
for any one looking seriously at the challenges facing America in the 21st Century.Berteau Joisil, MSEE

Not long ago, Americans could rightfully feel confident in our preeminence in the world economy. The United States 
set the pace as the world's leading innovator: from the personal computer to the internet, from Wall Street to 
Hollywood, from the decoding of the genome to the emergence of Web 2.0, we led the way and the future was ours. 
So how is it, bestselling author and leading expert on innovation John Kao asks, that today Finland is the world's most 
competitive economy? That U.S. students rank twenty-fourth in the world in math literacy and twenty-sixth in 
problem-solving ability? That in 2005 and 2006 combined, in a reverse brain drain, 30,000 highly trained 
professionals left the United States to return to their native India? Even as the United States has lost standing in the 
world community because of the war in Iraq, Kao warns, the country is losing its edge in economic leadership as well. 
The future of our prosperity, and of our national security, is at serious risk. But it doesn't have to be this way. Based on 
his in-depth experience advising many of the world's leading companies and studying cutting-edge innovation "best 
practices" in the most dynamic hot spots of innovation both in the United States and around the world, Kao argues that 
the United States still has the capability not only to regain our competitive edge, but to take a bold step out ahead of 
the global community and secure a leadership role in the twenty-first century. We must, though, take serious and 
concerted action fast. First offering a stunning, troubling portrait of just how serious is the erosion in recent years of 
U.S. competitiveness in innovation, Kao then takes readers on a fascinating tour of the leading innovation centers, 
such as those in Singapore, Denmark, and Finland, which are trumping us in their more focused and creative 
approaches to fueling innovation. He then lays out a groundbreaking plan for a national innovation strategy that would 
empower the United States to actually innovate the process of innovation: to marshal our vast resources of talent and 
infrastructure in the particular ways that his studies of innovation have shown lead to transformative results. 
Innovation Nation is vital reading for all those Americans who are troubled by the great challenges the United States 
faces in the ever-more-competitive economy of our twenty-first-century world.


