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Tirthankar Roy : India in the World Economy (New Approaches to Asian History)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised India in the World Economy (New Approaches to 
Asian History): 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. in service of the empireBy gauravthe book merely re-hashes 19th 
and 20th century colonial view of the indian economy and india's position in the world economy. it is a neo-liberal, 
imperial account of indian economic history. the book fails to understand and appreciate how contracts were 
conceptualized and enforced in india, overplays the extent to which geographical factors produced market 
segmentation in india ( without comparing it to other economies), displays a very outdated view of the indian and 
asian shipping and suggests that india saw no major changes in its economy from 1200-1700 which is quite a-
historical to put it mildly. his views on 19th century indian economy again rehashes colonial view. he says that the so 
called drain of resources from india was the price paid for the positive impact of market integration by colonialism, he 
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says that the indigo planters' coercion in the fields of bengal and bihar were due to their failure to enforce contracts ( 
because indians had no sense of it) and that india industrialized in the 19th century, however they did not welcome and 
caused failure of some manufacturing initiatives by the british in places like porto novo. further indian laobur was 
unskilled and slow to learn new techniques. my point is that if one has to read such arguments, i might as well read 
niall fergusson or 19th century colonialists like fritzjames stephens or even james mill. why go for tirthankar roy? 
however, once cannot deny that this author "sells" and it seems that there is a market for his kind of history. best of 
luck to those who consume or choose to consume this stuff.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
CondensedBy Michael BelovedThis is very detailed and matter-of-fact, no fantasying or putting down the ancient 
people involved in trade in and with India. The writers also mentions recent discoveries which illustrate after the fact, 
the possible history of specific areas of India and the foreign influences which interacted. He gives the titles of related 
books. This is not an easy-read. Obviously it was written as a text book and not for casual reading.0 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. outstanding scholarship!By Robert W. SmithThis is a text that delves into the history of 
Indian trade. It's brilliant and provides close examination of details, culminating in an excellent review of an enormous 
topic. The writing is masterful. It weaves together business practice, trade, economics, Indian culture, and history. 
Eruditic at times, he provides the reader with an outstanding review as well as starting point for further research. I 
highly recommend this book for individuals with an interest in India, trade, etc., as well as libraries of graduate 
schools of business and economics, perhaps university libraries, and (my bias) more urban public libraries. I give 
everything a grade, and I believe that this book merits an "A+" -- the very highest grade that i could provide.

Cross-cultural exchange has characterised the economic life of India since antiquity. Its long coastline has afforded 
convenient access to Asia and Africa, and trading partnerships formed in the exchange of commodities ranging from 
textiles to military technology. In a journey spanning 2,000 years, this book describes the ties of trade, migration and 
investment between India and the rest of the world, showing how changing patterns of globalisation reverberated on 
economic policy, politics, and political ideology within India. Through his narrative, Doctor Tirthankar asks three 
major questions: Is this a particularly Indian story? When did the big turning points happen? Is it possible to 
distinguish the modern from the pre-modern pattern of exchange? These questions invite a new approach to the study 
of Indian history by placing the region squarely at the centre of the narrative. This is global history written on India's 
terms, inviting South Asian, Indian and global historians to rethink both their history and their methodologies.


