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Tom Morris : If Harry Potter Ran General Electric: Leadership Wisdom from the World of the Wizards 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised If Harry Potter Ran 
General Electric: Leadership Wisdom from the World of the Wizards: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great readBy N. KnightProvides a great comparison of life with 
Potter series. Incredible lessons learned and applications to the real world. Makes you want to go back and read the 
whole series again.Can't wait to read the next book by this phenomenal author.0 of 0 people found the following 
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review helpful. Five StarsBy RoadlinerlauraWas very excited to get a signed copy of this book!!!0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Good book for people who love to read and what to better themselves as a leader.By 
James RigginVery informational, but too wordy. Tom can certainly over write on a his subjects. In all I learned great 
lessons on how to be a great leader. Whether its your personal or professionaly life.

However important the magic of wands, brooms, cauldrons, potions, and spells might be to the vivid story telling of 
[the Harry Potter] books, it is merely incidental to their philosophy of lifehellip;. I canrsquo;t count the number of 
times Irsquo;ve heard someone in a business context say something like ldquo;I wish I could just magically solve all 
these problemsrdquo; or ldquo;Irsquo;ll try my best to deal with this, but remember, Irsquo;m no magician.rdquo; 
What is particularly interesting is that the most difficult problems that the people in Harryrsquo;s world face are rarely 
solved with just magic, but rather by the use of intelligence, reasoning, planning, courage, determination, persistence, 
resourcefulness, creativity, fidelity, friendship, and many other qualities traditionally known by the philosophers in our 
world as virtueshellip;. The meaning of life is not to be found in elixirs or incantations, secret words or exotic objects 
with esoteric powers, but in real moral virtue and the magic of what it can help us dohellip;.rdquo;J. K. 
Rowlingrsquo;s novels about Harry Potter and the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry have captured the 
imaginations of people everywhere. In IF HARRY POTTER RAN GENERAL ELECTRIC, bestselling business 
author Tom Morris (IF ARISTOTLE RAN GENERAL MOTORS) uncovers the values and timeless truths that 
underlie Rawlingrsquo;s hugely popular books and illuminate the lessons they offer to all of us in our careers and daily 
lives. But, you say, Harry Potter lives in a world of magic? What can we possibly learn to apply to our own careers 
and everyday lives? Morris shows that the most difficult problems Harry and his friends face are rarely solved by the 
use of magic alone. Rather, they are conquered by intelligence, reasoning, determination, creativity, friendship, and a 
host of other classic virtuesndash;the very qualities, in fact, that make for success in every aspect of our lives. 
Blending an array of provocative examples from the novels with thought-provoking commentary on contemporary 
management practices, IF HARRY POTTER RAN GENERAL ELECTRIC offers readers a masterrsquo;s course on 
leadership and ethics, told in an engaging and insightful way.

From Publishers WeeklyFollowing his business bestseller If Aristotle Ran General Motors, former philosophy 
professor Morris piggybacks on the popularity of J.K. Rowling's novels, conjuring philosophical parallels between the 
heroics of her fictional world and success in the corporate realm. He parses her stories for what they might tell us 
about the importance of virtues and ethics in the business world, referring a little to Aristotle and Kierkegaard for 
philosophical weight, plus a dash of eloquent advice from GE CEO Jeffrey Immelt for real-life relevance. In Morris's 
view, Harry Potter is the embodiment of couragemdash;"doing what's right, not what's easy"mdash;and the author 
delineates five steps to this virtue (e.g., "surround yourself with support") for real-world application. A natural leader, 
Harry takes after Headmaster Dumbledore, an "Aristotelian figure" and "the essence of leadership," a quality Morris 
compares to alchemy, since good leaders "transform ordinary people into great performers." Though Morris writes 
with grace and imagination, this chatty meditation may feel redundant for Harry Potter fans, miss the mark with 
readers uninitiated to the world of the wizards and disappoint those looking for concrete discussion of real business 
situations. (May) Copyright copy; Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved.From BooklistMorris uses J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter themes and characters to provide a framework for his 
leadership lessons. Morris' formula for happiness is "contentment + fulfillment + pleasure + love," all illuminated with 
examples from the adventures of Harry Potter. Morris designates General Electric the symbol for major corporations, 
citing GE as a role model because it "seems to have been endowed with magic from its early beginnings." Effusive 
references to both Rowling and the company are woven into the text, yet it is unclear if either gave their blessing to 
Morris for this effort. Nevertheless, with the current popularity of the Harry Potter characters and the reputation of GE, 
Morris cleverly draws upon these high-profile entities to present his leadership ideas to business executives. Mary 
WhaleyCopyright copy; American Library Association. All rights reserved ldquo;As a mom, I can appreciate the 
valuable lessons that the Harry Potter books illustrate for my children, but Tom Morris has creatively captured the 
wisdom of the series on an entirely new level for professionals. He frames key business issues, such as leadership, 
values, and ethics, with original insight and brings philosophy to the workplace in a highly compelling and 
entertaining fashion.rdquo;mdash;Sallie Krawcheck, CFO, Citigroup, Inc. 


