
[Library ebook] Environmental Economics for Tree Huggers and Other Skeptics

Environmental Economics for Tree Huggers and Other Skeptics

William K. Jaeger 
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

#1616449 in eBooks 2012-06-22 2012-06-22File Name: B008GUCG4E | File size: 58.Mb

William K. Jaeger : Environmental Economics for Tree Huggers and Other Skeptics  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Environmental Economics for Tree Huggers 
and Other Skeptics: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Very Good Introduction to Environmental EcoonomicsBy 
FredThe audience best suited for Jaeger's book is the student of environmental issues who hasn't encountered 
economics in any formal context. Jaeger opens the book with a pretty decent primer on introductory microeconomic 
theory, and uses the remainder of the book to describe how that theory does or does not apply to a selection of 
environmental issues. For those issues where traditional market theory doesn't apply, Jaeger does a good job of laying 
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why and, in addition, some of the implications. There are other texts that address the same general subject area with 
greater sophistication and with more mathematical content, but those are ill-suited to this audience. For this book's 
audience, I'm very comfortable with the 5-star rating.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
mariana paulI love it.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent StartBy nowaphysicistI read 
William Jaeger's Environmental Economics for Tree Huggers not long after it came out and felt that this was a text 
clearly needed in the field and that it had been done with clarity and care. I couldn't imagine anyone not wanting to 
buy this book if they were interested in how economists make decisions regarding our environment and the important 
resources that contribute to our well-being like air, water, and forests. I was surprised to find a fairly long review 
attacking the book. I reread the book after reading the review and found that the first third of the book was a wonderful 
introduction to microeconomics, one of the complaints of the review. Another was that it wasn't sufficiently nuanced, 
but as I moved past the first half of the book, I found that Dr. Jaeger wasn't avoiding difficult issues, as suggested by 
the reviewer, but had spent a substantial portion of the book trying to better understand them. Once again, seven years 
later, I found this book to be exactly what it proposes to be, a way for someone with little or no experience in 
economics to understand how we can value something, that at first glance, seems to be impossible to value, like the air 
we breathe. I was surprised to find the negative, but well-written review mention Gerard Debreu, an economist whose 
work I am familiar with from the time I was a mathematically inclined economics graduate student. I doubt that 
anyone reading Jaeger's book will be particularly interested in the existence of the minima and maxima of intersecting 
hyperplanes, which is what Debreu is known for. The review I have read for this book is unfortunately irrelevant. This 
book does help you learn the basic economics that economists use when trying to advise governments, and that is not a 
bad thing, in spite of what the reviewer may think. Here is a real review for this book. You will be introduced 
microeconomics. You will be introduced to cost-benefit analysis. You will learn something about growth, 
development, and trade as related to products important to our environment. You will learn about policy failures and 
how to deal with congestion (think being caught in traffic). By the time you reach chapter 15, "Project and Policy 
Evaluation", you will actually know what you are doing. This is an introductory text for environmental economics, but 
it goes further by discussing more advanced topics like stocks versus flows, propery rights and the Coase theorem, and 
how to value transferable quotas (like selling the right to catch fish). This is serious stuff that I haven't found in other 
books, and this isn't some professor making it up. I know for a fact that Dr. Jaeger advises the Oregon legislature on 
forests, water use, and fisheries. I know because I'm from Washington and we face exactly the same problems. This 
book will allow you to see how someone who uses economics to evaluate environmental resources thinks. If you care 
about the environment, and you want to know how to talk to your legislature so that they will understand what they 
need to do to improve their policies, please read this book.

Though many students and environmentalists shudder at even the thought of economics, a working knowledge of the 
basics can be a powerful ally. Economic arguments carry a great deal of weight, and putting them to work for 
environmental causes can be a deciding factor, especially in policy debates. The reverse is true as well, and an 
understanding of the possibly flawed, misleading, or overstated economics behind an opponent's case can be crucially 
important.Environmental Economics for Tree Huggers and Other Skeptics carefully explains the tools of economic 
analysis and shows how they can be used to help reveal the root causes of and potential solutions for environmental 
and natural resource problems. Jaeger's proven techniques and wonderfully conversational tone assume no economics 
training, and his presentation of the material is designed to facilitate clarity. His step-by-step approach unearths 
surprisingly simple, easy-to-remember principles and shows how to apply them to real-world environmental 
problems.Those with exposure to introductory microeconomics will find Environmental Economics for Tree Huggers 
and Other Skeptics to be a welcome refresher. Undergraduate and graduate students of environmental studies, resource 
management, law, policy, and related fields, as well as novices who are skeptical of how the field could possibly help 
them in their own efforts, will be pleasantly surprised.

"Overall, Environmental Economics for Tree Huggers and Other Skeptics is a nice, compact, competent, inexpensive 
introduction to the field of environmental economics."nbsp;nbsp;nbsp; 


