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Written for high school or beginning undergraduate students, this four-volume reference valiantly attempts to provide 
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a historical framework for the perhaps overly broad concept of world trade. Entry topics were selected on trade 
organizations, influential people, commodities, events that affected trade, trade routes, navigation, religion, communic

From School Library JournalGrade 9 Upndash;This resource, arranged alphabetically, contains approximately 450 
entries offering biographies and information on countries, states, peoples, companies, policies, empires, and trade 
organizations. In addition, historical episodes such as the decline of the Roman Empire are discussed in light of how 
they shaped global trade, religion, war, immigration, exploration, and transportation. Readers will find a fascinating 
array of topics from the expected (spices) to the unexpected (descriptions of animals such as donkeys and their 
contributions to trade). See also references will lead students to other pertinent information, and each entry concludes 
with a short bibliography. An outstanding feature of the set is the succinct statement/definition at the beginning of 
each entry. Other prominent and useful properties are the topic finder and three indexes. Volume four contains a 
selection of primary sources listed chronologically from the Code of Hammurabi to the Agreement Establishing the 
World Trade Organization in 1995. Black-and-white photographs, illustrations, and maps are located throughout the 
encyclopedia. With today's interest in globalization, classes across the curriculum will find multiple uses for this 
reference set. However, it should be noted that President Lincoln's first inaugural address was delivered in 1861, not 
1860, and that Mohandas Gandhi died in 1948, not 1848.ndash;Patricia Ann Owens, Wabash Valley College, Mt. 
Carmel, IL Copyright copy; Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From 
BooklistThis alphabetically arranged encyclopedia is designed as a reference tool for those wishing to learn about 
trade in history and its impact on social and political issues in given periods. Treating the subject across time, from the 
ancient world to the present, the 450 topical, biographical, and broad-issue essays cover a variety of topics, from 
specific countries, regions, and continents to trade organizations, such as the Hanseatic League and World Trade 
Organization, to biographical entries for those who have influenced world commerce, such as Christopher Columbus 
and Peter the Great. Historical episodes that have altered the course of trade (for example, the fall of the Roman 
Empire) are included as well, along with lengthier essays on general topics that correlate with changing trade relations, 
such as Religion and Warfare. Entries range in length from several columns to 10 pages, with areas of broader reach 
and applicability receiving appropriately more coverage. Each entry begins with a grey-boxed definition of the term 
under scrutiny and is followed by a detailed examination. The prose, written by numerous subject experts, most with 
college or university affiliations, is generally clear but dry. Each entry ends with a list of cross-references, and many 
also include short print bibliographies. The many black-and-white photographs, period reproductions, and maps are 
well placed and ably serve to extend the text. Volume 1 lists the contents for the entire set, as well as a "Topic Finder," 
which serves as a rough subject access. It also contains a list of contributors, with affiliations, and the list of maps for 
the entire set. All volumes contain full set indexes, and volume 4 has a comprehensive bibliography; a chronology; 
general, biographical, and geographical indexes; and an extensive set of primary source documents. The set does a 
creditable job of addressing the most salient issues in the history of world trade and serves to highlight its importance. 
It is a sound addition to academic and large public library collections. Ann WeltonCopyright copy; American Library 
Association. All rights reserved 


