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Rod McQueen, Susan M. Papp : Driven to Succeed: How Frank Hasenfratz Grew Linamar from Guelph to 
Global  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Driven to 
Succeed: How Frank Hasenfratz Grew Linamar from Guelph to Global: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat book!2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Driven to SucceedBy Jim EstillI just finished Frank Hasenfratz's biography - Driven to Succeed. It is 
gripping.The story starts in Hungary and tells of Frank (called Farec then) hiding while Russians overrun his village - 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B009GJ8EOA


stealing everything in sight and worse. He is then forced to leave his family home with only what they can carry and 
being re-settled in a much tinier house in an area they did not know.I am thankful for where I was born and raised that 
I had such a relatively easy life - especially by comparison.Frank escaped from Hungary after WW II and made his 
way to Canada with no money. He tool a job in a metal shop and eventually had a falling out with his boss over how to 
make parts efficiently. So he made a deal. He would buy a lathe and put it in his basement and make the parts and sell 
them to his former employer.He then added an oven to heat treat. He added more machines and built a shed to house 
some of the machines. He hired a few people. Then a few more.And over 35 years grew to $2 Billion in sales and 
thousands of employees. (His original vision was to "grow to perhaps 20-30 people).There is certainly a large focus on 
family business (sort of like Now Foods - supplement manufacturer, distributor of stevia etc.). There is a section how 
Linda worked her way into and up in the business and the hopeful note that one of her children might someday join the 
business.I know many of the characters in the book like Jim Jarrel, Bob Young, Linda Hasenfratz etc.I also have 
spoken one of the authors, Rod McQueen when he was writing a book on Blackberry. McQueen is well known for 
writing Canadian business books. He is an excellent writer. I like his general positivity and objectivity.It is a great - 
must read book.

Hungarian-born Frank Hasenfratz fled his native land in 1956 after the revolution to free his nation from Soviet 
domination failed. He eventually settled in Guelph, Ontario, where he founded Linamar, now the second-largest maker 
of auto parts in Canada. This is Frank's story as well as that of the company he created.

About the AuthorRod McQueen has written more than a dozen books, including Who Killed Confederation Life?, 
winner of the National Business Book Award, and The Eatons, winner of the Canadian Authors Association prize for 
history. He lives in Toronto.Susan M. Papp is a television producer and director and the author of Outcasts. While 
working at the CBC, she was awarded the Michener Award for outstanding investigative reporting. She teaches at the 
Munk School of Global Affairs andnbsp;lives in Toronto. 


